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USDA Bio-Containment Building 

“Working on a building project with specialized requirements always creates some challenges and ACI met those challenges. 
ACI was an excellent team member and worked well with other subcontractors to produce a first class facility to suit the 
owner’s needs.”   

- Ranjit Sinha, Project Manager 
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Case Study: USDA Bio-Containment Building          Market: Government         Location: Ames, IA

The facility is used to contain highly contagious diseases. The ambient construction temperature could not drop below 55°F requiring the building to 
be constructed within an air supported fabric structure. ACI provided and installed a temporary heating system for the air structure.

A Closer Look...
When the USDA was expanding their Bio-Containment Agriculture building in Ames, IA, they wanted to select an experienced 
mechanical contracting partner. They chose ACI Mechanical, a Comfort Systems USA company. The CSUSA team:

• Provided value engineering to lower budget costs 
• Spent more than 4,000 man hours detailing drawings of systems prior to installation 
• Worked diligently through several obstacles and setbacks 
• Installed more than 90,000 lbs. of galvanized and stainless steel duct work 

Solutions
Due to the amount and complexity of some of the equipment to be installed, ACI spent more than 4,000 man hours detailing 
installation drawings of the mechanical systems. This allowed ACI to pre-fabricate off site and send sub-assemblies to the project 
jobsite, enhancing the efficiency of on-site construction. 

ACI’s field crews installed more than 90,000 pounds of galvanized and stainless steel duct work, 29 air handling units and 23 
stainless steel stacks. Plumbing crews installed 9,300 feet of reinforced fiberglass pipe, 78 stainless steel trench drains, 120 
stainless steel floor drains and 34 plumbing HEPA filter boxes. Piping crews installed more than 10,700 feet of hydronic piping for 
the building’s heating and cooling systems. The ACI team did this all within an $8,500,000 budget on the 156,000 sq. ft. building.

Contact us to determine how we can service your business.

Comfort Systems USA
675 Bering, Suite 400
Houston, TX  77057

Toll Free: 800-723-8431
Phone: 713-830-9600
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HVAC@comfortsystemsusa.com


